Year A - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 18:15-17

If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won
that person back.

Jesus said to his disciples:

"If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong.
But do it in private, just between the two of you.

If that person listens, you have won back a follower.

But if that one refuses to listen, take along one or two others.

"The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or
more withesses.

If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church.

"Anyone who refuses to listen to the church must be treated like an
unbeliever or a tax collector."
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Year A - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 18:15-17

Good times, bad times

Introduction . Begin by talking about some of the groups the children are part of: families,
friends, other groups etc.
¢ |nvite the kids to chat about some of the good times they share together
with these people.

Message e Explain to the children that in today's gospel Jesus is talking about times
when we have difficulties in our relationships with family or friends.

e Ask: do you ever have times when your relationships with family or friends
aren't going well?

e Ask: what sorts of things might cause this to happen?

¢ Inthe scripture, Jesus calls these things our 'sins’. Sins are choices we (or
others) make to do things that are not loving. They are things that cause
difficulties to happen in relationships, and sometimes to even break.

¢ Sometimes, we can be the ones making unloving choices, sometimes it
could be another person.

e Either way, there is always a way to fix our relationships, and God is always
ready to help us.

¢ In the gospel, Jesus way of fixing it is to go and talk to the person privately.
To say how you've been hurt and to try to understand why the other person
was unloving. Often, there can be a reason.

e Ask: what sorts of things might make you do something unloving? (sad,
tired, cranky, misunderstood something, didn't have all the information
about a situation).

¢ When we talk together, we can listen to the other person so that we can
understand things better and make up with each other.

Discussion e Say: These conversations

can be hard so let'scome up = Say @ P Talk in private Siart YOO
and centence®

with some tips to help. \ A
calt® .o Wworas
e Invite the kids to make Vse @ “5"‘9\ fee.
. . K yoice \ike 1
suggestions. You might nd q Quiet
write these down so that iPIm With no Use helFﬂal body lQRSQOSe
they can be shared. ""e"NPfio,,s €9 don't cross You arms
e There are some ideas in the o s"}‘"""P your feetd

illustration here...

Children's & Families Team, Archdiocesan Ministries
archdiocesanministries.org.au




	Year A - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Matthew 18:15-17
	If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won that person back.
	Jesus said to his disciples: "If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong. But do it in private, just between the two of you. If that person listens, you have won back a follower. But if that one refuses to listen, take along one or two others. "The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or more witnesses. If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church. "Anyone who refuses to listen to the church must be treated like an unbeliever or a tax collector."
	Children's & Families Team, Archdiocesan Ministries
	A resource from the Children's & Families Team, Evangelisation Brisbane.
	evangelisationbrisbane.org.au  |  07 3324 3440  |  childrenandfamilies@bne.catholic.net.au



	Luke 21:5-19
	Jesus reminds us that he is always with us

	Year A - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Matthew 18:15-17
	Good times, bad times
	Say a prayer beforehand



