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You are Peter; to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of
heaven.

Matthew 16:13-20
Year A - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
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When Jesus and his disciples were near the town of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked them, "What do people say about the Son of Man?" 
The disciples answered, "Some people say you are John the Baptist 
or maybe Elijah or Jeremiah or some other prophet." 
Then Jesus asked them, "But who do you say I am?" 
Simon Peter spoke up, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 
Jesus told him: "Simon, son of Jonah, you are blessed! You didn't discover
this on your own. It was shown to you by my Father in heaven. So I will call
you Peter, which means 'a rock.' On this rock I will build my Church, and
death itself will not have any power over it. I will give you the keys to the
kingdom of heaven, and God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on
earth. But he will not allow anything that you don't allow." 
Jesus told his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

But who do you 
say that I am? 
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Jesus reminds us that he is always with us 

Luke 21:5-19 
Who do you say I am?

Matthew 16:13-20
Year A - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Message

Begin by checking with the children if there are any words or phrases that
they don’t understand e.g. prophet. Also check if they are any words or
phrases that stood out for them. 
The people who followed Jesus knew that he was very special because they
has seen him do many amazing things e.g. cure the sick and the blind, feed
thousands of people with a few loaves of bread and fish. But they didn't
really know who he was - they thought he was a prophet. 
When Jesus asked the disciples who he was, only one person knew the
answer. Peter knew in his heart that Jesus is the son of God. 
From Peter's answer Jesus knew to choose Peter to lead the Church once
he returned to heaven. Peter is often called the first Pope. I wonder if
anyone knows who the Pope is today 
Pope Leo the XIV tries to teach people who God is and to spread Jesus'
message throughout the world.  
We are all part of the Church, and Jesus wants us to be just like St Peter and
Pope Leo and spread Jesus' message to others
I wonder what you can do this week to spread Jesus' message of love for
one another. How will you treat other people in your home, school,
community?

This week Jesus asks a difficult question - are we like Peter who knew that

Jesus is the Messiah?

Jesus asked the disciples who the people thought he was. They knew he was

someone very special because of the miracles he performed and the things

he taught them. But they thought he was a prophet sent by God like John

the Baptist, or Elijah, or Jeremiah. 

The people saw Jesus as a prophet and needed more faith so they could

know him as God. 

Jesus he asked the disciples who they thought he was, and it was Peter, who

had become the leader of the group and spoke for them, who recognised

Jesus for who he is. He is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. 

When we read on in the gospel, we see that although they know Jesus is the

Son of the Living God, they still had a long way to go to fully understand

what this meant for Jesus and for them. 

Introduction

Discussion
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