Year A - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 15:21-28 E//

Woman, your faith is great.

Jesus went to the territory near the cities of Tyre and Sidon.

Suddenly a Canaanite woman from there came out shouting, "Lord and Son
of David, have pity on me! My daughter is full of demons."

Jesus did not say a word.

But the woman kept following along and shouting, so his disciples came up
and asked him to send her away.

Jesus said, "l was sent only to the people of Israel! They are like a flock of lost
sheep."

The woman came closer.

Then she kneeled down and
begged, "Lord, please help me!" , +
Jesus replied, "It isn't right *

to take food away from +
children and feed it to dogs."

"Lord, that's true," the woman

said, "but even dogs get the

crumbs that fall from their
owner's table."

Jesus answered, "Dear woman,
you really do have a lot of faith,
and you will be given what you
want." At that moment her

daughter was healed.
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Matthew 15:21-28

Everyone wants to follow Jesus!

Introduction The psalm with today's gospel gives a wonderful clue about that is happening

Message

Discussion

with the Canaanite woman and Jesus - everyone is welcome to follow Jesus! It
doesn't matter who you are or where you've come from - it's our faith that

makes us a follower of Jesus.

¢ When Jesus first began his ministry, he reached out to the people of his
own country.

e But, over time, the news of the amazing things he did and said spread far
and wide to other places.

e People were amazed and their faith in Jesus began to grow, so much that
they come looking for him to help them and to heal them.

e That's what happened in today's gospel. The Canaanite woman had so
much faith that she didn't give up. She kept trying and she kept believing
until Jesus recognised her and healed her daughter.

e Her faith was a great example to everyone!

What does 'faith' mean? (To trust or have confidence in God)

e Let's see if we can remember some of the things that Jesus did and said
that made people believe and have faith in him?

¢ The Canaanite woman showed her faith by asking Jesus to heal her

daughter. How do we show our faith today?
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