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Command me to come to you over the water.

Matthew 14:22-33
Year A - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Jesus made his disciples get into a boat and start back across the lake.
But he stayed until he had sent the crowds away.
Then he went up on a mountain where he could be alone and pray.
Later that evening, he was still there.
By this time the boat was a long way from the shore.
It was going against the wind and was being tossed around by the waves.
A little while before morning,
Jesus came walking on the water toward his disciples.
When they saw him, they thought he was a ghost.
They were terrified and started screaming.
At once Jesus said to them, "Don't worry!
I am Jesus. Don't be afraid."
Peter replied, "Lord, if it is really you,
tell me to come to you on the water."
"Come on!" Jesus said.
Peter then got out of the boat
and started walking on the water toward him.
But when Peter saw how strong the wind was,
he was afraid and started sinking.
"Lord, save me!" he shouted.
Right away Jesus reached out his hand.
He helped Peter up and said,
"You surely don't have much faith.
Why do you doubt?"
When Jesus and Peter got into the boat, the wind died down.
The men in the boat worshiped Jesus and said,
"You really are the Son of God!"
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Jesus reminds us that he is always with us 

Luke 21:5-19 
Walk on the water

Matthew 14:22-33
Year A - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Message Have you ever done something that scared you? Maybe you are scared of
heights and you climbed a high tree or went up a tall building. Or maybe
you are scared of rollercoasters but decided to give one a go.  Sometimes
when we conquer fears like that it can feel fun. Other times overcoming a
fear can be much harder. 
Imagine you are a shy person who started at a new school or you had to
suddenly do a hard maths test and you are worried about getting
something wrong.  You could be in PE class and have to complete a dance
that you don’t know all the moves for. Moments like these can feel scary.
They can also feel like lonely moments. 
As Christians we know that Jesus is always with us and just like he was
there for Peter when he stepped out of the boat, Jesus is there to guide us
and give us strength to keep going. Even when Peter started to fall under
the waves, Jesus lifted him up.
Share your own story for a couple of minutes of a time when you felt
scared but knew Jesus was with you and comforted.

Peter does something really brave in todays gospel. Before Jesus even got there,

the scripture said the disciples were already terrified and screaming from the

storm they were in. And then all of a sudden Jesus appears 'like a ghost' walking

on the water and he invites Peter out to join him. Peter, even though he was

scared, got out and started walking on the water to Jesus!

Introduction

Discussion How do you think Peter felt when:
the storm was raging and people
around him were screaming?
he got out of the boat and started
walking on water?
he started to sink under the waves?
when Jesus lifted him up?

Can you remember a time when you
were scared? Looking back now, can
you see how Jesus was with you?
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