Year A - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:44-46

He sold all that he had and bought the field.

Jesus said to his disciples:

"The kingdom of heaven is like what happens
when someone finds treasure hidden in a field
and buries it again.
A person like that is happy and goes and sells everything
in order to buy that field.

"The kingdom of heaven is like what happens
when a shop owner is looking for fine pearls.
After finding a very valuable one,
the owner goes and sells everything
in order to buy that pearl."
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Year A - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:44-46

The Kingdom of Heaven

Introduction e This week we hear Jesus tell the disciples that the Kingdom God is like
finding a treasure in a field. Whoever finds it will go to extraordinary lengths
to buy the field so that the treasure is theirs forever.

e Similarly, the kingdom is like finding some lovely pearls and the lengths one
will go to in order to buy those pearls of great value.

Message e The Kingdom of God is like a precious treasure. We can make our world a

treasure by doing the things Jesus taught us to do. Loving God and loving
others makes our world a safe and enjoyable place in which to live - a place
where people are appreciated and loved, where people's gifts are
acknowledged and valued; a place where everyone is treated fairly, where
people are honest and caring. When we do this, we take care of God's
Kingdom.

Discussion e |nvite the children to talk about what they treasure in life.

¢ Invite the children to talk about ways they can 'treasure' the people around
them.

e Ask the children, what things do they think are precious to God?

¢ |nvite children to a period of silence in which they thank God for the good
things (treasures) they enjoy. Pray also for a generous heart that is willing to
help make the world a treasure for everyone.
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