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Let them grow together until the harvest.

Matthew 13:24-30
Year A - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Jesus told his disciples this story:
"The kingdom of heaven is like what happened when a farmer
scattered good seed in a field. But while everyone was sleeping, an
enemy came and scattered weed seeds in the field and then left.
When the plants came up and began to ripen, the farmer's servants
could see the weeds.
"The servants came and asked, 'Sir, didn't you scatter good seed in your
field? Where did these weeds come from?'
'An enemy did this,' he replied. "His servants then asked, 'Do you want
us to go out and pull up the weeds?'
'No!' he answered. 'You might also pull up the wheat.
Leave the weeds alone until harvest time.
Then I'll tell my workers to gather the weeds and tie them up and burn
them. But I'll have them store the wheat in my barn.'"
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Jesus reminds us that he is always with us 

Luke 21:5-19 
The good things
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Today’s gospel is another story about a farmer. In this story the farmer has

worked hard to sow wheat in his field. But after he sowed the wheat and

went to bed an enemy came in the night to sow weeds into his land.

There is no good reason why he would do this, the enemy doesn't gain

anything from it, but his goal is to spoil the good wheat for the farmer. 

Introduction

Message

Discussion What are some things in your life that are good, like
the wheat?
What can be some things like the weeds in our lives?
How can we ask Jesus for help?

This is an important story for us to unpack as the same thing can happen in
our life. We can experience good things but there can be bad things that
happen too. And just like the farmer in the story, we don't have control over
them.
When it was time to bring in the wheat, the farmer brought in all the crops.
He then had to look at what was bad weeds and what was the good wheat
and then separate the two. 
We have to have eyes to see and recognise the good from the bad.
Sometimes that's easy to do, but sometimes it can be hard to recognise.
Things we might think are good, can end up hurting us later. 
For example, who likes chocolate and lollies? They can be so good! But
what if we ate too much, if we had them everyday for breakfast, lunch and
dinner? What would happen? It would make us sick! 
Chocolate is an easy one to think about but sometimes in life it can be a
little harder to recognise. We don’t have to worry though as Jesus is there
for us, to help us recognise the bad weeds in our lives, the things that can
hurt us. Jesus can help us in those moments and he can help us hold on to
the good things, like the farmer who kept and stored the wheat. Jesus is
always there for us in our lives, in the tough times and in the good times.
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