Year A - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:1-9 E//

A sower went out to sow.

Jesus went out beside Lake Galilee,

where he sat down to teach. Such large crowds gathered around him
that he had to sit in a boat, while the people stood on the shore.

Then he taught them many things by using stories.

He said: "A farmer went out to scatter seed in a field.

While the farmer was scattering the seed, some of it fell along the road
and was eaten by birds.

Other seeds fell on thin, rocky ground and quickly started growing
because the soil was not very deep.

But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched and dried up,
because they did not have enough roots.

"Some other seeds fell where thorn bushes grew up and choked the
plants.

But a few seeds did fall on good ground

where the plants produced a hundred or sixty

or thirty times as much as was scattered.

"If you have ears, pay attention!"
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Year A - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:1-9

What’s your ground?

Introduction In the time of Jesus, sowing seed would have been a common activity, one

that would have been very familiar to his audience.

Message In today's gospel Jesus reminds us that in order for God's word to take root
in us and produce abundant fruit, we must endeavour to be like good soil.
e Jesus invites us to hear God's word and respond to the Gospel.

¢ We can reject the good news, or get stuck in our distractions, or we can

allow Scripture to change us and through us change others.

¢ The people who hear the word of God and let it grow in them are like the
good soil. When the sower plants the seed in the god soil it gets deep roots,
grows high and produces a good harvest.

¢ When we receive the word of God well, it takes root in us so that it is really
deep in our hearts. It grows when we feed it by learning more about God
and trying to love him more.

¢ |t produces a harvest when other people come to love God because of us.

e The parable also reminds us of the abundance of the harvest. People would
have considered a five-fold return on their crop a fortunate blessing; a
thirty- sixty- or hundred-fold return is a sign of God’s amazing abundance.

Discussion , Begin by checking with the children if there are any words or phrases that
they don’'t understand. Also check if they are any words or phrases that
stood out for them.

e Jesus told stories to the people who came to listen to him. Today he tells us
a story about a farmer who sows seeds. | wonder how the farmer sowed
the seeds.

¢ As he walked up and down the field, the farmer scattered the seed by
hand from a large open basket. (Demonstrate this action to the children
as it helps to explain why so much seed fell on poor ground.)

e | wonder what Jesus meant when he talked about the seed in this story.
(The seed is God's word which Jesus brought to share with us.)

e | wonder if we are like the stony path,
the rocky ground, the patch of weeds,
or the deep rich soil
e This week remember that if we listen
to God's word and understand it, N /

God's love will grow in our hearts like
a strong healthy plant. We will bear
much fruit by allowing God's love to

show in our actions, our thoughts,
and our words.
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